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Do Things Change?

| Time Flies?
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(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at the wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, and the

people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there.
(2) The community was without water, and they joined against Moshe and Aharon.
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40 days...a pivotal stage in utero

[l. A Fateful Encounter at the Rock

3 19 1aTNa
P17 197 1'NX V122 113 171 MX7 MR nwn~oy ovn 20 (a)

121'Y21 NNIX DY NIN7 27N 2TANTR 217" 70 DR DNRAN nn'‘71 ()
['R DI [IN1 921 NIRNI YIT DIPN X7 NN YN DIPNRN~7R 1INKR X1n7 Dxnn anyn o' (n)
NINYY
(9) DNYZX P21 TIAD XYY DNM977Y 179 TYIN 70X NN97X 70 190 DnRI nwn X'l (1)
NX? nwn R 21 T (1)
NIRXINI 'R [N DN'WYT7 Y700 78 DNNAQTE)'NR DNREDNR DTYN DR 7001 nonn DR Nz (N)
D'V NN NTYN DR N'PYRL V700 n 0' 0nY?
JINIX AWRD PIR' 11970 nunn DR nwn N (V)
DO7 X'¥11 DTN Y700 NN DN K VAW D7 IR Y700 19 7R 700 DR DnREnwn 1700 (1)
:om
0 :D1'YAI NTYN NYNI DY D' IRX'I 0'AYS 1NN Y700 DX )'1HIT DR Nwn DY (RY)
IX INAN K7 D7 78W 12 W7 QWTRN7 ' DNINRD XY [V DNR 2R DWn 7R P s ()
:DNY 'MNI IWR YIRN 7R NTD 70pn
0 D2 WTR'l PIj' DX 7KW 12127 WK NN A nnn (A7)
(3) The people quarreled with Moshe, saying, “If only we had perished when our brothers
perished before HaShem!
(4) Why have you brought HaShem’s congregation into this wilderness for us and our beasts to
die there?
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(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt to bring us to this wretched place, a place with no grain or
figs or vines or pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!”

(6) And Moshe and Aharon came away from the congregation to the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and fell on their faces. The Presence of HaShem appeared to them,

(7) And HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying,

(8) “You and your brother Aharon take the rod and assemble the community, and before their
very eyes order the rock to yield its water. Thus you shall produce water for them from the rock
and provide drink for the congregation and their beasts.”

(9) Moshe took the rod from before HaShem, as He had commanded him.

(10) Moshe and Aharon assembled the congregation in front of the rock; and he said to them,
“Listen, you rebellious ones, shall we get water for you out of this rock?”

(11) And Moshe raised his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; out came
abundantwater, and the assembly and their beasts drank.

(12) And HaShem said to Moshe and Aharon, “Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me
in the sight of the Children of Israel, therefore you shall not lead this congregation into the land
that | have given them.”

(13) They are the waters of strife—where the Children of Israel quarreled with HaShem—and
He was sanctified through them.

lll. Approaches
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Abravanel: There must be another answer....
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Rashi: The classical approach and more...
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Rashbam: The higher you rise....
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Sforno: Not all miracles are alike...
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Rambam and Ramban: Dueling Rationales

IV A New Approach: Deja Vue All Over Again?
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(1) And the entire assembly of the Children of Israel journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin and
they encamped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.
(2) And the people quarreled with Moshe. “Give us water to drink,” they said; and Moshe
replied to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you try HaShem?”
(3) And the people thirsted there for water; and the people grumbled against Moshe and said,
“Why did you bring us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”
(4) And Moshe cried out to HaShem, saying, “What shall | do with this people? Before long they
will be stoning me!”
(5) And HaShem said to Moshe, “Pass before the people; take with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take along the rod with which you struck the Nile, and set out.
(6) Behold! I will be standing there before you on the rock at Chorev. Strike the rock and water
will issue from it, and the people will drink.” And Moshe did so in the sight of the elders of
Israel.
(7) And the place was named Massah U’Meriva, because the Israelites quarreled and because
they tried HaShem, saying, “Is HaShem present among us or not?”

V Looking Back: An Unnecessary Miracle?
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HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying:

Speak to the Children of Israel and take from them one staff for each father’s house from all
their leaders according to their father’s house, twelve staffs; each man’s name shall you
inscribe on his staff,

And Aharon’s name shall you inscribe on the staff of Levi there being one staff for each head of
their father’s house;

And you shall place them in the Tent of Meeting before the Testimony, where | meet with you.
The staff of the man whom | choose shall sprout, and | will rid Myself of the incessant
mutterings of the Israelites against you.

Moshe spoke thus to the Israelites. Their chieftains gave him a staff for each chieftain of an
ancestral house, twelve staffs in all; among these staffs was that of Aharon.

Moshe deposited the staffs before HaShem, in the Tent of the Testimony.

The next day Moshe entered the Tent of the Testimony, and there the staff of Aharon of the
house of Levi had sprouted: it had brought forth sprouts, produced blossoms, and borne
almonds.

Moshe then brought out all the staffs from before HaShem to all the Israelites; each identified
and recovered his staff.

HaShem said to Moshe, “Put Aharon’s staff back before the Testimony, to be kept as a lesson to
rebels, so that their mutterings against Me may cease, lest they die.”

This Moshe did; just as HaShem had commanded him, so he did.



